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HEN Men labour under any publick 
Difficulties in Life, *tis fome M:iti- 
pation to their Misfortunes to have 
an Opportunity of making known 
their Gricvance to thoſe in whoſe 
Power it is to relieve em. To complain at leaſt, when 
grieved, is a Property inherent in all the Sons of Adam, 
And whenever that Spirit grows languid or weak, Men 
in high Stations are apt to neglett, and often forget the 
Neceſſities of their Fellow Creatures. ; 
But leit this ſhau'd be our Caſe, and as this may poſ- 
ſibly reach the Ears of our Creat Ones, Be it known un- 
to all Men, That We, the Tradeſmen and other poor 
People in g:neral of this great City. as well as other 
parts of the Kingdom, do, among other Inconvenien- 
cies, labour under great Streights and Difficultics for 
Want of ſmall Change, as alſo a proper Regulation in 
all our Coin. 

It is with Concern J reflect, that the honeſt and warm 
Endeavours of ſeveral worthy Patriots of our Country, 
during 1ſt Seſſions of Parliament, has hitherto prov'd 
ineffectual in that Reſpe& ; but as the Evil is ſtill ſub- 
ſiſting, and growing every Day more and more upon us, 
it were to be wiſh'd, that freſh and proper Inſſances 
were made to relieve us, and more immediately as to 
the Article of ſmal} Change; the Want of which occa- 
Non more Inconveniencies to our poor Fradeſmen in ge- 
neral, than can readily be imagined. 

The Maſler Tradeſman of a Saturday Night, ſur- 
rounded þy a Guard of poor hunzry Workmen, for 
Want of Change is oblig'd to give 'em a Moidore, or 
Poſſibly ſome larger Piece. to divide it among them- 
ſelves the bell they can, which puts 'em under a Ne- 
ceſlit v of going immediately to the Ale-huuſe, where 
6 or 8 d. mult be firſt deducted for changing, 2 d. or 
more Loſs in Weight, a Gallon or two of Ale is imme- 
diately ſwallowed down, bo this time the poor People 
become warm, ſo.the Week's Work there gocs to wreck. 
which occaſions many a hungry Felly, and a thread- 
bare Coat; vot to take notice of their poor Families 


ſtarving at home, And that the Want of Change is the 
| Occalſio: 
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Occa ſion of the greateſt part of this Evil, I refer to all 
the Tradeſmen in Dublin for the Truth of what I here 
aſſert. 

When the poor People want a piece of Silver to be 

chang'd, one Penny in the Shilling is the Premium now 
agrecd upon to be paid for changing z and as this gives 
'em frequent Calls to the Ale-houfe, tho' but for one 
half-penny-worth of Ware for their poor Family Occa- 
ſions, cannot however part without joyning their Penny 
with their Goſſip the Ale-wife, and there the Shilling 
or Half- crown is frequently left, and that Day's Work 
negleged and loſt. 

I cou'd inſtance many more miſchievous Conſequen- 
ces thut attend our Poor in general for Want of ſmall 
Change. And as thoſe uſeful Hands employ'd in work- 
ing up our ManufaRures are tire Riches of our Coun- 
try, all Qbſtacles therefore ought carefully to be remo- 
ved out of their Way. 

If Precedents of other CHuntries for the Neceſſity of 
ſmall Change cou'd avail, we cou'd produce many; 
navy, that conſiderable place the Iſle of Man has its 
particular Mint for that purpoſe; nor do IT think that 
„ny trading Nation in the World can ſupport without 


it; it would make Charity more extenſive, and no one 


hing, in my humble Opinion, could for fo much put 
new Liſe and Vigour into our decaying Trade in its fe- 
vera] Branches. | 

Our Neighbours indeed do tel} us, that ſeeing we re- 
iefted their kind Offer to ſupply us in that particular, 
we deſerve no Compaſſion. But 'tis a hard Caſe, that 
3f our Conftitution cannot bear taking Lhyſick their 
Way, we muſt lanzuiſh without a Remedy. 

On the other hand, the Inconveniencies we labour 
under on account of the low Currancy of our Coin in 
general, is an unfupportable Evil upon us, particu- 
larly reſpecting our Silver. But as this has been al- 
ready judiciouſly handled by an ingenious Gentleman, 
whoſe candid Endeavours in that, as well as other 
Particulars, deferves the Acknowledgment of his 
Country, I ſhall therefore now confine myſelf to ſome 


few genera) Points that may piſs unregarded by many, 
as 


as alſo ſome things that occur'd to myſelf in theCourſe 
of Trade. 

I own I have been involved in the Temptation com- 
mon to many, where the Want of proper Laws or Re- 
gulations in our Coin left a Lure in the Way, to prefer 

our particular Benefit before that of the Publick; I 
have, I ſay, been inſtrumental in ſending away many 
Hundred Ounces of our Foreign Specie, particularly 
Ducats and Cobbs, the former weighing 20 penny 
weight 16 grains, paſſing with us at 6 s. the latter 
weighing 17 penny weight at 4s. 9 4. and three half 
pence Allowance for every half penny weight wanting 
on each. So careful and exact are we in receiving al! 
our F oreign Money; tho', by the by, all the Coin we 
Have is Foreign to us. The Ducats were ſold for me 
in Rotterdam at 3 Guilders and 4 Stivers, and ſome- 
times at 3 Guild. 5 Stiv. each, when demanded by their 
Eaſt- India Company. But computing 'em at 3 Guild. 
3 Stiv. and at 24 pence half- penny Iriſh value each 
Guild. being the Courſe of Exchange common betwixt 
us, make 6 s. 5 d. each Ducat, and if light ones, the 
Profit will be three half pence more for evety half 
penny weight wanting in cach; all our Money being 
welcome to that induſtrious People, without the Nice- 
ty of weighing. 

The Cobbs Iſo were ſold for me there 50 to 52 Stiv. 
each, which by the ſame Rule comes from 5 s. 14. 
farthing, to 5 s. 3 d. half-penny, and more as they 
happen to want in Weight, as before, 

I would now ask any of our Dutch Traders, whe- 
ther they make better Profit on any other Goods they 
export thither frem hence. 

Several hundreds of ſaid Cobbs, or Pieces of Eight, 
(as they are call'd) were to my Knowledge brought in 
bere from Spain, but were immediately bought up 
by our Merchants, for Exportation to England, at 55. 
10 d. per Ounce, which is the real and current Value of 
Sterling with us, and what is given by all our Gold— 
ſ:niths. Said Pieces of Eight, at ſaid Price, came to 

5. and one half-penny each, weighing one with the 
„ther n above 17 1 weight. 
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A piece of Silver, like any other Commodity, is 
worth to every Man what he can get for it. And is it 
to be ſuppos'd, that any Man will pals a piece of Mo- 
ney in Courſe of Trade, at 48. 95. that he can get 5 5. 
for by carrving it to Skinner-Row. Or if our Mer- 
chants can find their Account, to give 5s. 10s. per 
Ounee for Exportation, nay ſometimes more, js it net 
ſurprizing why we do not give it a Currency agreeable 
to that Value at leaſt ? Tho' in good Policy we ought 
to make it ſomething more, to preſerve among us (| 
neceſſary an Article as Money. | 

I believe it is an unprecedented Maxim in any trading 
Nation in the World, that their current Sterling Money 
ſhall be of leſs Value when paſs'd as ſuch, than when 
ſold out by the Ounce like any other Commodity, ex- 
cept ſuch Countries as are under the immediate Influ- 
ence of an E I Com pan. 

I had at ſundry times theſe 3 or 4 Years paſt, ſeve- 
ral hundred Ounces of a new French Silver Specie, ſent 
to me from my Correſpondent in the Country, a hand- 
ſame Coinage, and as good Sterlirg as any of our Eny/i/h 
Money; ſaid Specie paſs'd among us, one Sort at 4s. 
4 4. and another Sort at 4s. 3 4. and weigh*d from 15 
to very near 16 penny weight each, which I fold to 
our Goldſmiths here at 5s. 10 f. fer Ounce. But a- 
greeableto our wiſe Maxim in all our Monev Affairs, 
having undervalued them by 2 to 3 d. incach, they 
are all now gone and vaniſhed from among us, as it will 
be the Caſe of all the Money we ever ſhall get under 
the like Circumſtances. 

I have heard it objected, and by a Perſon in high Sta- 
tion, that he did not underſtand, why the Currancy of 
our Money ſhould not be on the ſame Footing as in 
Scotland and Wales ;, I can't help that Great Man's nat 
underſtanding it. But I can tell him, that all Iflands 
in general, dependant on great Nations, do by Experi- 
ence find it neceſſary to have their Moncy higher in 
Value than at the Fountain Head; witneſs all the 
French Iſlands and Colonies (as well as thoſe of En- 
gland) in the Weſt-Indies. But as to our part with re- 
1; cet to England, there are other ttrong Reatons ſubſi- 
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Ning for the abſolute Neceſlity of raiſing our Coin ſtili 
higher. It is very weli known, that the Luxury and 
Folly of our People has encouraged the Importation of 
ſundry Manufactures from E-gland, as well of their 
own produce as thoſe of the EAſt-Indies and other pla- 
ces, to that height, tozether with the unſupportable 
Drain upon us by our Abſentees, ſo as to occaſion a 
great Balance of Trade conſtantly to ſubſiſt againſt us, 
that our Exchange rules from 2 to 4, nay ſometimes 5 
to.6 per Cent, above the real Difference in the Curren- 
cv ot our Money; which plainly thew the great and 
firong Byaſs tending that Way, and that the fame Diffe- 
rence would ſubſiſt, tho' our Money were upon a Par, 

But as to Scotland or Wales, do either of 'em maintain 
12,0c0 fine Troops for the Crown of E-gland? Are 
they crampt in their Woollen or any other Branch of 
Trade? Is there an Ad of Navigation ſubiiſting againſt 
'em, to hinder their having any Goods from Eft or 
t- Indies, but what mult firſt pay Duty in Exgland? 
Let us be reltor'd to thoie Privileges in Trade, which 
God and Nature ſeem to give us a Right to, then let 
our Money be brought upona Par, nay, let us bear a 
proportionable part of. all publick Taxes with our Bre- 
thren of England, and Le united in One. But alas ! 
I'm dreaming! Thoſe are Favours too extraordinary 
to expect, and, I doubt, may be deem'd preſumptious 
even to complain or think of 'em. 

Sir Jhaac Newton, in his ingenious Calculation made 
in the Year 1717, proportioning the Gold and Silver 
Coin of Fuglond, tells us, that the great and frequent 
Demand by their Faſt- IVYin Company occalions the ex- 
ported Silver (as he calls it) to be higher in Value than 
their current Money by 2 or 3 d. fer Ounce. But as 
that ſame exported Silver is our current Monev, ought 
to have no other Influence on us, more than to guard 
againſt the Drain that fucha Demand ma occaſion, 
as we are no otherwiſe concern'd in that opulent Trade, 
more than the Importation (at ſccond hind) of a great 
deal of the Growth and Manufacture of that remote 
part of the World, to the DeitruRion of our own. But 


all this Leing our own Act, we may {io fer) fit down 
and 
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and thank ourſelves, for the Loſs of our Money, the 
Cries of our Poor for Want of Employment, and in 
ſhort every other Inconveniency attending that elegant 
Foreign Taſte that ſo univerſally teigns among us. 

But I cannot ſee, how far our great Ones, who, by 
their perſonal Example, might redreſs a great dea of 
this Folly, can excuſe themſelves from being antwer- 
able to GO D and their Country, for all the Miſeries 
and Hardſhips that attend our Poor in general on that 
Occaſion ; or, whether the Misfortunes attending thoſe 
who (for want of Employment) take to wicked Courſes, 
is not in ſome m-aſure chargeable to their Account ? 
Let our Gent] men and Ladies conſider all this; and as 
the Wealth and Riches of every Countrv do arile from 
the Labour of the Poor. they have conſequently a Re- 


ciprocal Demand upon us for Employment to ſupport 


'em. 
It may be objeded from what foregoes, that as the 


Drain upon us. does net ariſe from the difference in 


the Currancy of our Money ſo much, as by the Bal- 
lance of Trade, and conſequently a high Exchange 
conſſantly running againſt us, that therefore we thould 
not be in a worſe Condition, tho? our Monev were up- 
on a Pay with Exgland, than at preſent : For my part 
I mult own, according to my preſent way of thinking, 
I cannot ſee but all that may be ſo; but as that 
does not mend the Matter, the Argument therefore 
can be of no Weight. But 1 mutt bes leave to 
obſerve on the other ſide, that the particular In- 
tereſt of the Merchants that import Money to us 
from Abroad, muſt be conſider'd, at leaſt they'll do fo 
themſelves; for if they find the Currancy or VaJue 
of Monev run low, they will bring us none at all, but 
will rather carry on Trading-Vovages abroad, to the 
enriching of other Countries, and empoveriſhing of 
Ours, bo bringing Home in Return for our Sta ple- 
Commodities, a Glut of Goods that we do not Want. 
We have ar this Time ſome [nf{tances to corroborate 
what is here ſaid; hut in me humble Opinion, no- 
thing lets thin the Railing the Currancy of eur Þo- 
reign Silver, to the real Value, and egcee ble to 55. 


aud 


= op 


and 10 4. e. Ounce, can (under the Diſadvantages 
we labour under at preſent) do us any real Service; 
nor can I underſtand where, or how far our Brethren 
in Egland could be prejudiced thereby : The Ballance 
we owe 'em mult be paid 'em in Meal or Malt; and 
tho? as a ſmall Stream dam'd in, would ſwell and nou— 
Tiſh the neighbouring Ficlds a little, vet would ſoon 
fall into its former Channel; we ſhould by that means 
ſoon have ſuch : Plenty of Silver, as to make it fall 
ealily into the Hands of our Money- Exporters, and I 
believe at no hie her a Premium than at preſent. 

The Practice introduced among us of weighing our 
Foreign Monev. is another Inſtance of our ſingular 
Prudence in the Management of our Monev-Atfairs, 
it we do not think our ſelves wiſer in that Particular 
than all the Nations in Europe; for as we hive no Mint 
of dur own, and that all the Coin we have is Foreign, 
to us, as well what we have from England, as what 
we have from France, Spain, and Portugal, whv we 
thould be under a Neceſſitv of weighing One and not 
the other. is a Piece of Policv J do not underſtand : 
Fut as the Saying is, Lis an ill Wind that blows n» 
Man good; the ſaid Practice has effettually contribu- 
ted to engroſe the little circulating Caſh we had, into 
the Hands of à certain Set of honeſt Gentlemen, who 
are now become Guardians and Truſlecs of our All, 2 
T mav ſay : Put as that Affair is frown upon us as an 
iI Habit of Bod, is not to be remedied now, Without 
endangering the whole Frame of our Body Politick. 

Upon the whole Matter, I believe, modeitly ſpeak— 
ing, we cannot eccount for all our confummate NMa— 
xims in our Money-Matters, better, than to ſay, That 
what little Money we got, by the Induitry of our Nfer— 
chants. is wantcd elſewhere: And as our Trade is lit- 
tie and limited, we have therefore little Uſe of Mc- 
nev, which, no doubt, is and will be our Cafe; ant 
ſceing it is ſo, I think they had as gond in C ON's 
Name (as a late worthy Author wc il obſerv'd) give 
us the Jafl Coup de Grace, or lift over the Stile at once, 
and ſo like honeſt 4d +4iiles, Jeave us nike to begin 
the World a-new, 

R. S. HiBbrgNICUS 
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